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shape, namely, that there should always be a suffi-
cient reason for any difference in the treatment of
our fellows. This rule does not imply that I should
act in all cases as though all men were equal in
character or mind, but that my action should in all
cases be justified by some appropriate consideration.
It does not prove that every man should have a vote,
but that if one man has a vote and another has not,
there should be some adequate reason for the
difference. It does not prove that every man should
work eight hours a clay and have a shilling an hour;
but that differences of hours or of pay and, equally,
uniformity of hours and pay, should have some suffi-
cient justification. This is a deeper principle, which
in some cases justifies and in others does not justify
the rule of equality. The rule of equality follows
from it under certain conditions, and has gained
credit because, in point of fact, those conditions have
often been satisfied.

The revolutionary demand for equality was, his-
torically speaking, a protest against arbitrary in-
equality. It was a protest against the existence of
privileges accompanied by no duties. When the
rich man could only answer the question, " What
have you done to justify your position?" by the
famous phrase of Ueaumarchais, " I took the trouble
to be born/* he was obviously in a false position.